
Peru hosts the 10th most 
forested and bio diverse 
area in the world. Over half 
of the country, 260,000 
square miles, is covered in 
trees. However, the future 
is fraught. Luckily, Wild 
Forests and Fauna is here 
to help.

In Madre de Dios, a region nestled in 
southeastern Peru’s Amazon Basin, 
rampant illegal deforestation and gold 
mining has wrecked havoc. Paired with 
the government’s aggressive development 
of the agro industry, this area has been 
devastated. Luckily, Wild Forests and 
Fauna’s Future Leaders Program is here 
to help.

The Future Leaders Program
Wild Forests and Fauna (WildFF) supports 
and develops place-based organizations, 
projects, and individuals that share a 
mission to protect and restore threatened 
forests and species. 

Born out of the recognition that many 
threated biological and cultural hotspots 
could be better protected if the economic 
needs of local people were addressed, The 
Future Leaders Program was developed 
in response to the local youth, who were 
eager to improve their communities 
and protect their landscapes but lacked 
resources and connections they needed to 
make significant change.
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“A lot of kids in Peru think that they 
have to go into mining or resource 
extraction – because that may be all 
they know,” Ben Colvin, the Executive 
Director of WildFF, shared. “We want 
to provide opportunities and open 
a world of option to the region like 
owning their own businesses.”

Today, Future Leaders is a multi-
year youth leadership program that 
provides aspiring young individuals 
with skills in sustainable business, 
innovation, and leadership.

The programs are hosted in globally 
important, endangered forest areas 
that have significant opportunities for 
conservation. “We invite local youth 

who want to conserve their natural 
resources and become successful 
entrepreneurs,” Ben shared. 

Creating Opportunities Close 
to Home 
Since 2014, Wild FF, in collaboration 
with local partners, has hosted two 
Future Leaders Summits in the Madre 
de Dios region of Peru. Each summit 
ranges from three to seven days and 
include a miz of skills workshops, 
lectures from local experts, and field 
trips into nearby forests. 

In addition, participants apply 
their learning by developing ideas 
and pitching them to the larger 
group. The winning idea from 2014 
was Grupo Amable, a bicycle eco-
tourism company and environmental 
education program targeting the local 
community and schools in Madre de 
Dios. The business continues 
thrive today.

“We invite local youth who 
want to conserve their natural 
resources and become  
successful entrepreneurs”



“We came to Salsa because we lacked 
an effective, intuitive email tool,” Ben 
shared. “A lot of email outreach I see 
from other organizations can look 
generic or like a sales pitch, and as a 
result I don’t trust their message. We 
needed a tool that communicated our 
authenticity.” 
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“Using Salsa has helped us increase 
awareness about the Future Leaders 
Program and share our stories with 
supporters,” Ben told me. “Since many 
WildFF activities happen outside of the 
US, email blasts are critical to sharing 
our story and spreading awareness... 
Salsa’s [email] templates allow us to 
create the look and feel that we’re 
going for. Our communications 
feel unique to us. It is easy to use, 
customizable, and has all the bells 
and whistles that we were looking  
for.” Since using Salsa, WildFF’s  
donor base and revenue have grown 
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by 30%. Ben attributes this growth to 
the personalized storytelling that Salsa 
allows for.

“With Salsa, we are better able to 
share our stories of finding solutions 
that help and engage people in forest 
protection or reforestation of the 
places that they are connected to.”

To learn more about WildFF and the 
Future Leaders Program, visit 
www.WildFF.org.
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