
Uniting Together to 
Make a Stronger Impact

Live Your Dream is powered by Soroptimist 
International of the Americas, a global  
women’s nonprofit organization that works to 
improve the lives of women and girls through 
award-winning programs that effect fundamental 
economic and social change.

“Live Your Dream inspires people from all walks 
of life to live their dreams, while helping less 
fortunate women and girls live theirs,” said 
Alyssa Ketterer, Digital Marketing Manager at 
LiveYourDream.org/Soroptimist International 
of the Americas. “We believe there is strength in 

numbers and that collectively, we have the  
power to help others, especially those who face 
obstacles and discrimination because of  
their gender.” 

Live Your Dream focuses on programs that help 
women achieve their educational goals, achieve 
economic empowerment, escape abusive and 
oppressive relationships and access resources 
to help them reclaim their independence and 
freedom. The online volunteer network enables 
supporters to both connect with each other and 
make change in their local communities.

Creating a new online volunteer network can be a daunting task. To create one 
with a robust list of choices for supporter involvement, all hosted through one 
website is even more so. For LiveYourDream.org, that is the goal, and failure is 
not an option. 

http://www.liveyourdream.org

info@liveyourdream.org

facebook.com/LiveYourDream.Org

@LYDorg
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Challenge 
Finding a Platform To Do It All

In early 2012, the organizers at Soroptimist 
sought to branch out from their club-based  
model to create a platform that would enable  
people anywhere to give back to causes related  
to women and girls.

“[We know] the way people want to  
volunteer and the amount of time they 
can give is changing,” explained Ketterer. 
“We wanted to create an online tool for 
individuals to take action, finding a way 
for them to implement programs on  
their own time.”

Thus the idea for LiveYourDream.org was born, 
but the challenges of getting started were  
numerous. The platform was essentially divided 
into two parts- first, providing volunteer  
opportunities and second, establishing an online 

community where people could, literally, share 
their dreams, offering inspirational stories to  
motivate others in a public forum. 

“The beauty of Live Your Dream is that the  
supporter can decide how involved they want  
to be,” said Ketterer. “They can choose to do  
any combination of things from spreading our 
message on social media to participating in 
advocacy actions, making financial contributions, 
volunteering in their communities, even shopping 
in our online store.”

To accomplish all of this, Live Your Dream needed 
technology that would support the many choices, 
enabling them to track actions and donations, 
supporters and volunteers and managing their 
website, communication vehicles and social  
media channels. 



To help them do it all, all in one place, Live Your 
Dream turned to Salsa. 

“Salsa seemed so user-friendly and in our intro 
call, it seemed like everything made sense for 
what we needed to do- manage supporters, create 
advocacy campaigns, send emails, run reports 
and host our donation and store platform,” said 
Ketterer. “Plus, our staff is essentially running 
two nonprofit organizations, and I’m the main 
point-person managing Live Your Dream, so the 
helpful support team and the extensive training 
and learning materials were hugely appealing  
to me.”

Ketterer worked closely with Salsa to launch  
the site prior to Soroptimist’s annual member 
convention in July 2012, where she hoped to  
debut LiveYourDream.org and gain some traction. 

“Salsa made it easier for us to keep track of all  
the moving pieces, right from the start,” said 
Ketterer. “We integrated Salsa tools like sign-up 
pages, questionnaires and tell-a-friend emails 
that enabled us, and our supporters, to help our 
new organization gain momentum.”

With an initial supporter base of 3,000, gained 
from the Soroptimist convention, Live Your Dream 
was off and running, ready to grow their list 
organically through their website, social media 
outlets and word-of-mouth. However, they knew 
they would need to look beyond traditional  
methods. With the help of a marketing firm, The 

Solution 
User-Friendly Salsa, Partners and Google Grants

Merz Group, they took advantage of the Google 
Grants program, which provides up to $10,000 
a month in in-kind Google AdWords advertising, 
enabling them to maximize Google searches and 
drive traffic to their website. Live Your Dream also 
reached out to like-minded partners with whom 
they could create co-branded actions, reaching 
a whole new supporter base around causes like 
paycheck fairness, street harassment and  
violence against women. 

Through their Salsa relationship, Live Your Dream 
partnered with Care2, a social network connecting 
supporters to causes around the world, now  

regularly running campaigns on the site that 
boasts more than 20 million members. 

“We were trying digital ads and following the  
news cycle to gain recognition, but we found  
that our impressions weren’t delivering direct 
conversions,” said Ketterer. “With Care2, we were 
able to run campaigns that were much more  
directly related to our programs and recruit  
supporters interested in doing what we  
can provide.”

We integrated Salsa tools like sign-up pages, questionnaires and  
tell-a-friend emails that enabled us, and our supporters, to help our new  
organization gain momentum.

- Alyssa Ketterer- Digital Marketing Manager at LiveYourDream.org



Results 
All Around Growth

In just one year, Live Your Dream gained more 
than 25,000 supporters who have taken about 
6,500 actions to empower women and girls. 
They’ve raised upwards of $16,000 in donations 
and sales to support their programs. On social 
media, LiveYourDream.org gained over 400  
Twitter followers, 5,000 Facebook fans and  
made 1.5 million impressions. 

Such impressive achievements landed 
LiveYourDream.org the 2013 Salsa All Star award, 
presented at the annual Community Conference to 
a new client using Salsa to its fullest capacity for 
measurable success. 

And they weren’t shy about telling the world how 
well their organization was doing. On their first 
birthday, the team at Live Your Dream posted an 
infographic with their one-year stats, showing 
supporters how much they’ve accomplished and 
encouraging them to continue their efforts. 

“I think Live Your Dream is resonating with people 
right now because while issues like domestic  
violence can be a dark subject to discuss, we’re 
trying to take a more positive approach,”  

explained Ketterer, commenting on their rapid 
growth. “Everyone is looking to make change and 
be inspired and we’re harnessing that energy  
online to make change that can happen  
right now.” 

Moving forward, Ketterer and the Live Your  
Dream team hope to continue to move their online 
supporters along the ladder of engagement with 
carefully planned campaigns and programs, sent 
via email. 

“Our goal is to start small and cultivate one  
action into many more,” she said. “Say a  
supporter did something like share a message on 
Facebook. Next, we’d ask them to do something 
else fairly easy, like send an email. The second 
piece is to go a little further- asking people to 
print and post some flyers. The third piece might 
be something like encouraging them to volunteer 
as a mentor, and we’d provide the resources. The 
key is that there’s no training involved and the 
supporter can decide just how far they want to go 
with their efforts.”

salsalabs.com 866-796-8345 facebook.com/salsalabs @salsalabs 

Salsa helps nonprofits and political campaigns ignite action and fuel change 
around the world by growing and engaging a base of support online. Salsa  
provides more than technology; it offers strategic best practices, training,  
highly rated support and a strong online community, so its clients can focus 
their energy on their mission. 

http://salsalabs.com
http://facebook.com/salsalabs
https://twitter.com/salsalabs

